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Poster:  Dr. Dave Klumpar 
 
Subject: Micro-Satellite Development in Montana 
 
Dr. Klumpar is Research Professor of Physics and Director of the Space Science and Engineering 
Laboratory at Montana State University.  He has a B.A. in Physics and Mathematics and a M.S. in 
Physics from the University of Iowa and a Ph.D. in Physics from the University of New Hampshire. 

 
 
Poster:  Dave Lofftus 
 
Subject: Mariah Wind Tunnel Development Program 
 
Mr. Lofftus is a senior electrical engineer for MSE Technology Applications, Inc.  He is project engineer for 
construction and test of an Ultra-High Pressure Test Facility, which will allow compression of nitrogen, helium, or air 
up to 20,000 atmospheres and eject it through a nozzle as small as 1 millimeter.  He has a B.S. and M.S. in 
Electrical Engineering from Montana State University. 
 
 
Poster:  Jim McConnell 
 
Subject: Autonomous Launch Bar Seating Check 
 
Mr. McConnell is a senior electrical engineer for MSE Technology Applications, Inc.  He is principle investigator for 
the Machine Vision Confirmation of Launch Bar Engagement Project for the Naval Air Warfare Center, Aircraft 
Division, at Lakehurst, New Jersey.  He has a B.S. in Physics from the University of Scranton, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
 
Moderator: David A. Micheletti 
 
Panel:  Industrial Partnership 
 
Dave Micheletti currently serves as Vice President and Senior Manager of MSE Technology Application, Inc.’s 
(MSE) Advanced Energy and Aerospace Division, and he is the President of the Montana Aerospace Development 
Association (MADA). He possesses a B.S. Degree in Engineering Science from Montana Tech and an M.S. Degree 
in Engineering Management from the University of Idaho. Upon graduating from Montana Tech in 1976, he joined 
the Boeing Aerospace Company in Seattle, WA; where in worked as an engineer on both the Air Launched Cruise 
Missile (ALCM) and Inertial Upper Stage (IUS) Programs. In 1978, he entered active military service in the U.S. Air 
Force as an Aerospace Engineering Officer working on both the Minuteman Missile Program at Malmstrom AFB in 
Great Falls, Montana, and the Space Shuttle Program at Vandenberg AFB in California. Upon leaving active Air 
Force service, Mr. Micheletti joined General Dynamics Space Systems Division in San Diego, California; where he 
worked as a Test Management Engineer on the Space Shuttle/Centaur Program. In 1985, he returned to Montana 
and Malmstrom AFB in a civilian capacity to work as a Systems Engineer on a major program to upgrade and 
modernize the Minuteman Missile System.  In 1991, he joined MSE where he is leading several major 
aerospace/defense technology development programs, including the Mariah Hypersonic Wind Tunnel Development 
Program which is the nation’s only program developing a true-air hypersonic wind tunnel. Mr. Micheletti currently 
serves as a Commander in the U.S. Navy Reserve and is a U.S. Naval Academy Blue and Gold Liaison Officer. 
 
 



Poster:  Dr. Bojana Nikolic-Tirkas 
 
Subject: Miscellaneous Propulsion Projects 
 
Dr. Nikolic-Tirkas is a senior aerospace engineer for MSE Technology Applications, Inc.  She performs analysis on 
simulation and modeling of flow, energy, and mixture separation for vortex tube air separation technology for the 
possible use of the vortex tube as an air separator in advanced propulsion systems.  Dr. Nikolic-Tirkas conducts 
research and analysis of numerical modeling methods used to predict effects of Magnetohydrodynamics (MHD) in 
hypersonic flows.  She provides analytical support using the methods of gas dynamics in the design of an ultra high 
pressure hypersonic wind tunnel.  She has a B.S. in Aerospace Engineering from the University of Belgrade and a 
M.S. and Ph.D. in Mechanical/Aerospace Engineering from Arizona State University at Tempe. 
 
 
Speaker: Tony Preite 
 
Tony Preite, was appointed by Governor Schweitzer to serve as the Director of the Montana Department of 
Commerce.  Preite previously served as Director of the Office of Space Commercialization and Economic 
Development Outreach at the University of Montana.  Preite was Executive Director of the Havre based multi-
county Bear Paw Development Corporation for twenty years.  Subsequent to that he was appointed by the Clinton 
Administration in 1993 to serve as Montana Director of USDA Rural Development.  In 1999 Preite was selected in a 
nation-wide non-political competition as the EDA, Denver Regional Office Director. 
 
Preite graduated from Havre Central High School.  He received his bachelor’s degree from Northern Montana 
College. 
 
 

Presenter: Dr. Mike Reilly 
 
Topic:  Niche Marketing 
 
Dr. Mike Reilly, Professor of Marketing, has been at Montana State University since 1984.  He has 
taught a wide variety of marketing courses including marketing management, promotion 
management, advanced advertising, and the strategic management of technical innovations.  In h
role as Director of New Ventures at the Center for Entrepreneurship for the New West, Dr. Reill

works to find opportunities to create new ventures around Department of Defense-, NASA-, and MSU-genera
technologies. 

is 
y 

ted 

 
Prior to joining the MSU faculty, he taught in the marketing department at the University of Arizona in Tucson.  
Dr. Reilly’s research interests are in consumer behavior and in the marketing of small and entrepreneurial 
businesses.  He has published a number of journal articles on these and other topics.  Dr. Reilly regularly serves as 
a consultant to a variety of small- and medium-sized businesses and government agencies, primarily for marketing 
analysis and strategy.  In addition, he has served as chief marketing officer for several ventures, both commercial 
and noncommercial. 
 
Dr. Reilly received his M.B.A. and Ph.D. from Pennsylvania State University.  His undergraduate work in 
psychology and sociology was at the University of Delaware. 
 

 
Speaker: Governor Brian Schweitzer 
 
Governor Schweitzer was born in Havre in 1955 and was raised on his parent's registered cattle 
ranch in the Judith Basin, Montana.  His German and Irish grandparents immigrated to Montana 
near the turn of the century and homesteaded in Hill County. His parents still farm near Geyser. 
  
Governor Schweitzer earned a Bachelor of Science degree in International Agronomy from 
Colorado State University, and later earned a Master of Science degree in Soil Science from 

Montana State University.  After graduation, the Governor began a career of irrigation development that took himto 
Africa, Asia, Europe and South America.  He has built hundreds of miles of roads, poured thousands of yards of 
concrete, buried many miles of pipe, and built hundreds of structures, from houses to warehouses to distillation 



plants.  During seven years in Saudi Arabia, he developed over 28,000 acres of irrigated cropland.  Governor 
Schweitzer and his family returned to Montana in 1986 to raise a family and to build a ranching and irrigation 
business in Montana.  His business and agricultural experience is broad and deep, including extensive farming and 
ranching experience in Montana, and successful agricultural business projects on five continents.  He has owned 
and operated Montana farms in Flathead, Sanders, Rosebud, and Judith Basin Counties. 
  
In 1993, Governor Schweitzer was appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture to serve on the Montana State 
USDA Farm Service Agency committee.  He served for seven years with the FSA, and his three-person committee 
was responsible for the operation of 46 county offices, 300 employees and a budget of more than $300 million. He 
resigned in 1999 to run for U.S. Senate. 
  
Governor Schweitzer has been active in developing and implementing national farm policy, and ensuring that the 
voice of local Montanans is heard.  In 1995, he received an award from the Secretary of Agriculture for outreach 
efforts to Native Americans.  In 1996, he was appointed to the Montana Rural Development Partnership Board and 
in 1999 to the National Drought Task Force, a 16-member national board, to review policy and report to Congress 
an improved coordination response to drought emergencies nationwide. 
  
Brian's life experiences are extensive and diverse. He has learned to fly his own plane, obtained a Montana Boiler's 
license, has communicated in several languages and has a chemical applicator's license.  
 
On November 2, 2004, Brian Schweitzer was elected as Montana's first democratic governor since 1988, and on 
January 3, 2005, he was sworn in as the 23rd Governor of the great state of Montana. 
 
 

Moderator: Dr. Will Swearingen 
 
Panel:  University/Private Sector Partnerships 
 
Dr. Will Swearingen has managed technology development and technology transfer programs for 
more than 16 years.  He was appointed TechLink's Executive Director in August 2000.  Previously, 
he served as the leader of TechLink's NASA initiatives and was TechLink’s first employee. 
  
Before joining TechLink in 1996, Dr. Swearingen directed several major programs at Montana 

State University (MSU), including a program to partner Montana biotech companies with university researchers for 
new technology development, and an international biocontrol program that focused on pest problems in four 
different African countries.  Prior to this, he initiated new projects and directed international training programs in 
satellite remote sensing at the NASA-sponsored Earth Data Analysis Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
 
Dr. Swearingen is the Principal Investigator on TechLink's National Science Foundation-funded Partnerships for 
Innovation project, “Montana Business Foundry: Tech Ventures for a Rural State,” which is creating new companies 
in Montana around DoD, NASA, and MSU technology.  In addition, he serves on the board of Advanced 
Technology, Inc., which provides guidance for Bozeman's Advanced Technology Park. 
 
Dr. Swearingen has a Ph.D. in economic geography from the University of Texas at Austin and conducted 
postdoctoral research at Stanford University.  
 
 



Panelist: Nick Zelver 
 
Panel:  University/Private Sector Partnerships 
 
Nick Zelver leads TechLink's initiative to evaluate and license intellectual property for Montana 
State University.  He brings 20 years of experience in technology transfer, business development, 
licensing, and building industry-university partnerships to this effort.  
 
Previously, Zelver directed the Industrial Associates Program at the Center for Biofilm Engineering 

at MSU.  He has patented and licensed several technologies involving biofilm technology and helped start-up two 
companies that provide equipment and services for biofilm monitoring, including a spinout company built around 
MSU-licensed biofilm technology.  
 
Zelver is a licensed engineer in Montana.  He has a M.S. in environmental engineering from Rice University, a B.A. 
in environmental engineering and a B.S. in biology from Humboldt State University. 
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Exhibitor Information 
 
Exhibit Space 

� 10 – 10 x 4 exhibit spaces are
� Exhibit space assignment will
� Each exhibit space will includ

 
Exhibits Schedule 

Exhibitor Move-In: 
Wednesday, February 23, 2005

 Exhibit Area Open: 
Wednesday, February 23, 2005
Thursday, February 24, 2005 

 Exhibitor Move-Out: 
Thursday, February 24, 2005 

 
Please do not dismantle exhibits before 
 
The Great Falls Holiday Inn will accept e
Advance shipments should arrive at the 
Exhibit materials shipped direct to the H
space by 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Feb
for display containers during the confere
the Holiday Inn.  Exhibit materials being
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   400 10th Ave
   406-727-720
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  11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

11:30 a.m. on Thursday, February 24th. 
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Holiday Inn no later than Monday, February 21, 2005.  
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nce.  Outbound shipping arrangements can be through 
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me 
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400 10th Avenue South 
Great Falls, MT   59405 
Phone:  406-727-7200 
Fax:  406-268-0472 
Toll Free:  1-800-257-1998 
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mention you are attending the Monta
Aerospace Conference. 
 
For more information on the Holiday
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